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• Backyard Biodiversity Day:

SEPTEMBER 1 WORKDAY AT MEAD GARDEN

Florida Fish & Wildlife Services are now collecting sightings of three upland snake
species: Florida pine, short-tailed, and Southern hognose snake. This project is to
determine the current distribution and status of these species, all of which have been
petitioned for federal listing. They are primarily interested in observations from 2000
to present. They will also be conducting road surveys and drift-fence surveys in areas
without recent observations. Report sightings online at https://public.myfwc.com/
fwri/raresnakes/. The website includes photos for identification, and maps showing
recent and historical sightings of each species, so you can see how significant your
observations are. If you have questions, please contact Kevin Enge (352-334-4209)
or Anna Farmer (352-334-4220).

In Memoriam: Dick Deuerling

Wild Food Specialist
Every Florida Native Plant Society chapter needs somebody like Dick Deuerling with
the ongoing enthusiasm and knowledge that keeps a chapter alive and growing.
Every month, Dick is on the program of the Tarflower Chapter in Central Florida,
sharing his expertise, showing wild plants he has brought to the meeting, and providing
refreshments in the form of teas, jellies, and syrups made from wild native plants.
Dick—brown from the sun, be-whiskered, and often wearing red suspenders—is a selftaught naturalist. He says he has been interested in plants since he could crawl, and has
been eating wild foods for 50 years. He grew up in Pennsylvania, and still owns a farm
there, but has lived in Orlando for 30 years—since he came to visit a brother and decided
to stay.
Teaching came naturally, too, so Dick has shared his information and experiences with
many. He has taught survival to Scout troops, and is proud that, of all the Boy Scouts that
went on a cross-Florida survival tramp (carrying no food with them) with the late Ross Allen
years ago, the Scout that Dick helped teach was the only one who gained weight on the
153-mile, thirteen-day hike.
Dick has given wild food programs to practically every garden club in Central Florida,
including addressing 400 garden clubbers at their convention at a large Orlando hotel.
He’s shared his pleasure in wild foods with children in public schools and with botany
students at the University of Central Florida and Stetson. One group of youngsters
at the Orlando Science Center were served a porridge of Jerusalem artichokes and
sandspurs—althought they were not told what it was until after they had tried it and
agreed that it was good!
His schedule includes a TV broadcast with a display of edible native plants, a program
for a school science club, and a presentation for the Seminole County Cooperative
Extension Service. He is “retired”, but very busy.
Dick will share some of his wild food expertise in a series of articles in The Palmetto.
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Due to our previously considered change in meeting venues, we
lost our December 3 spot and are moving the meeting to
Monday, December 2. All other meetings will be held as usual
on the first Tuesday of each month unless otherwise noted.

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

Tarflower Chapter
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